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Art. XXIII— Medical Report of the VTestem Lying-in Hospital and Dispensary , 
25 Jirran-Quay,for the years 1841—42. lly Fleetwood Churchill. M.D., 
M. R. I. A., Vice-President of the Obstetrical Society, and of the Association of 
the College of Physicians; Lecturer on Midwifery, &c. at the Richmond Hos¬ 
pital School, &c. &c.; and R. D. Speedt, Esq., L. R. C. S. I., Surgeon to the 
Hospital, and Lecturer on Midwifery, &c. in the School of Medicine, Apothe¬ 
caries’ Hall. Dublin, 1843, pp. 19, 8vo. 

From this very interesting report we clean the following facts:_ 

In 1163 cases of labour at full lime, the number of children amounted to 1175, 
(691 males, and 484 females,) of which 63 (44 males, and 19 females) were 
Still-born, or died at birth; of these 12 were premature, 15 still-born, 2 putrid, 
4 footling cases, 8 breech presentations, 1 head and hand presentation, 3 arm 
presentations, 3 funis presentations, 6 crotchet cases, 2 forceps cases, 1 placenta 
praevia, 4 syphilitic. 

1 he ages of 1067 patients were ascertained as accurately as possible:— 

77 were at or under - - - - - 20 years of a^e, 

296 “ between - - - - 20 and 25 “ 

370 “ “ - 25 “ 30 “ 

177 “ “ - - - 30 “ 35 «* 

117 “ “ - - - - 35 “ 40 « 

40 “ « - - - - 40 ** 50 “ 

In 982 cases the entire duration of labour was as follows:_ 

In 357 it was under .... g hours 
312 “ between - - - 6 and 12 “ 

214 “ “ - - - 12 11 24 “ 

50 w “ - 24 “ 36 “ 

17 “ “ ... 30 ti 48 >• 

11“ “ - - - 48 “ 60 « 

15 “ “ ... 00 “ 95 “ 

2 “ “ .... ioo « 

3 “ “ - - - - 121 “ 

1 “ “ 153 “ 

The extreme prolongation of some of these cases, was owing to the friends of 
the patient deferring their application for assistance. 

The period which elapsed between the commencement of labour and the 
rupture of the membranes, was noted in 981 cases. 
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In 812 cases the interval between the rupture of the membranes and the birth 
of the child was as follows:— 
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Report of Western Lying-in Hospital. 
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In 953 cases, from the birth of the child to the expulsion of the placenta, there 
elapsed 
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The latter cases, when the placenta was retained so long, were under the 
care of midwives, who applied for assistance on this account. 

In 1008 cases the presentation was as follows:— 


In 941 the head presented, 

13 the hand descended with the head, 

22 the breech presented—8 dead, 

18 the feet “ 4 do_the funis prolapsed in 4. 

C the funis “ 4 do. 

5 the arm “ 3 do.—two of them putrid. 

2 the placenta “ 1 do. 


There were thirteen cases of twins. In four cases the children presented 
naturally— six children were saved, and two, which were premature, died. In 
six cases one child presented the breech and the other the head— ten were born 
alive, two were lost. In one case one child presented footling and the other the 
head— both were saved. In another, one child presented the head and the funis, 
and the other the foot and funis— both were lost. In a third caso both the chil¬ 
dren presented the feet and funis, and were lust. 

In ten cases there was hemorrhage between the birth of the child and the ex¬ 
pulsion of the placenta; in six of which manual extraction was necessary, but no 
unfavourable results followed. 

In six cases flooding occurred before delivery— three were cases of accidental, 
and thru of unavoidable hemorrhage. The rupture of the membranes was suffi¬ 
cient in the accidental and in one of the unavoidabie cases, and the mothers and 
the children recovered. It was necessary to turn and deliver the child in the 
other two cases— one of the mothers died and one recovered: one of the children 
was saved. 

Seven patients were attacked by convulsions —all recovered. 

One fatal case of uterine phlebitis occurred, and several slight attacks of hys- 
teritis, which were relieved by the usual treatment. 
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One fatal case of rupture of the uterus occurred. 

Version was performed six times (1 in 243); five times on account of present¬ 
ation of the arm—all the mothers recovered, and three children were saved, the 
others were putrid: and once because of unavoidable hemorrhage. 

The forceps were used in eight cases (1 in 182). Seven of the mothers re¬ 
covered, and the death of the remaining one was caused by disease of the heart. 

In eight cases the perforator was employed (1 in 182). Six of the mothers 
recovered, and two died—one from rupture of the uterus, a 3 recorded above, and 
one from disease of the liver. 

Of the 1463 women attended during these two years, only five died, or 1 in 
292. One sank from disease of the liver, another from disease of the heart, a 
third after unavoidable hemorrhage, a fourth from uterine phlebitis, and the fifth 
from ruptured uterus. 

Since the establishment of the hospital, seven years ago, 3011 women have 
been attended, of whom 15 died, or 1 in 214. 

There occurred 4 cases of unavoidable hemorrhage—1 in 802. 

“ 6 “ accidental hemorrhage, 1 in 525. 

“ 34 “ hemorrhage after labour 1 in 94. 

“ 10 “ convulsions (3 lost) 1 in 391. 

Version was practised in seventeen cases—1 in 188. Sixteen recovered. Six 
children saved. 

The forceps were used in eleven cases—1 in 291. Ten recovered. Seven 
children saved—two putrid. 

The perforator was employed in twenty cases—1 in 160. Seventeen recovered. 

The following cases of puerperal convulsions are detailed:— 

Case I.—Mrs. Spalls, who had been subject to severe head-aches and epi¬ 
leptic fits during her pregnancy, was taken in labour of her first child on the 5th 
of June, 1841. 

We were called on to see her at 8 o’clock, A. M. on the 6 th of June, as she 
had been seized with severe puerperal convulsions. We then learned that she 
had been in active labour for more than 24 hours, that the liquor amnii had 
escaped, and we found the os uteri relaxed, but not fully dilated: the head had 
entered the brim of the pelvis. The convulsive paroxysms recurred every ten 
minutes; she was quite insensible during the intervals, and her pulse was strong 
and full. 

Twenty-five ounces of blood were abstracted from the arm; the bowels were 
cleared out by calomel and a purgative enema; and her hair was cut short, and 
cold applied to the head. 

10 o'clock, A. M.—The fits have abated both in frequency and violence; but 
it was deemed prudent to bleed her again to sixteen ounces. The labour is 
steadily advancing; but she remains insensible. 

The paroxysms returned with alarming frequency and severity at 12 o’clock; 
her breathing became stertorous, and the tongue was much injured. Venesection 
was immediately repeated to the extent of twelve ounces. 

As the head^ now occupied the pelvic cavity, and as another violent convulsion 
took place while we were consulting about the case, it was evident that imme¬ 
diate delivery would alone avert the most serious consequences. Mr. Speedy 
therefore applied the forceps, and after considerable difficulty from the struggles 
of the patient, and her incessant change of posture, the child was extracted alTve, 
and the placenta soon followed. During the operation this patient was insensi¬ 
ble, but soon after delivery became more composed, and the insensibility gradu¬ 
ally disappeared. 

Severe diarrhoea (which at first resisted the most active treatment) set in on 
the fifth day, and had very nearly proved fatal; but it was at length arrested by 
an enema of the solution of the acetate of lead with opium, after which her con¬ 
valescence took place rapidly. 

Case II—Mary M 4 K. was delivered of twins on the 4th of October, 1841, at 
4 o’clock, P. M. without the occurrence of any unusual symptom. We learned, 
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1844 .] Case of Jbieurismal Varix. 

however, that her spirits had been much depressed during her pregnancy and 
when in labour. 

She was seized with epileptic convulsions 8 hours after delivery, which were 
so severe that she was repeatedly thrown out of bed by the muscular contractions 
—and there was scarcely a moment's interval between them. Thirty ounces of 
blood, taken from the arm, had the effect of moderating the violence of the 
paroxysms; the head was shaved, and cold was applied to it; and the bowels 
were well cleared out by calomel purges. 

The pupils, who remained at her bed-side for 24 hours, reported that thirty - 
six fits took place during that time. It was necessary to bleed her on the morn¬ 
ing of the 6th to sixteen ounces, and to blister the head, after which treatment 
she gradually recovered. 

Case Ill.—Theresa Malone, aged 19, was delivered of a female child June 7, 
1842, at 8, A. M. The labour was natural, and she continued well until the 
third day, when she was attacked by epileptic convulsions. She was bled 
largely, with great benefit; the paroxysms ceased, and she recovered well. 

Case IV.—Eliza Fitzpatrick, aged 36, was delivered of a female child, after 
a natural labour, June 18th. On the afternoon of the same day, about 12 or 14 
hours after delivery, she was seized with epileptic convulsions, the fits recurring 
every 10 or 15 minutes. The usual treatment was adopted with success: she 
was bleed freely, her head was shaved and blistered, and calomel and purgatives 
given internally. The paroxysms diminished in frequency and violence, and 
ultimately ceased, and she recovered well. 

Case V.—Frances Finn, aged 30, was taken in labour of her first child on the 
17th of October, 1842. Assistance was applied for on the 19th, in consequence 
of her having been attacked by convulsions. The head was in the cavity of the 
pelvis; but the labour pains had diminished in force, and caused no advance. 
The fuetal heart was inaudible. Under these circumstances we decided to de¬ 
liver by the crotchet, which Mr. Speedy accomplished with some difficulty, 
owing to the violent convulsive struggles. The patient recovered well. 


Art. XXIV. — The. Anatomy, Physiology, Pathology ami Treatment of Cancer. By 
Walter Hayle Walshe, M. I)., &c. &c. With additions by J. Mason War¬ 
ren, M. 1)., &c. Boston, William D. Ticknor & Co., 1844, pp. 351,12mo. 

This is a reprint of the article Cancer from the Cyclopedia of Practical Sur¬ 
gery. It is decidedly the most able of the pieces which has yet been contributed 
to that work, and is a good example of what an article of the kind should be, 
concise, learned, nnd well written. The anatomy, physiology, pathology, and 
treatment of the affection is first entered into, and the disease is afterwards 
treated of as it affects each of the different tissues, organs, and cavities of the 
body. We recommend it to our readers as the best resume upon the subject 
with which we are acquainted. The American editor has enhanced the value of 
the book by the additions which he has made to it, chiefly relating to the surgi¬ 
cal operations required, which in many cases w’ere omitted by the author. 


Art. XXV.—Observations sur tin cas de Varice Anevrysmale dans la region tern- 
pnrale druite. Par le Doct. F. Gabe de Massarellos. . Munic, 1843, 4to. 

Call of Aneurismnl Varix in the right temporal region. By Dr. F. Gabe de 
Massarellos, &c. 

The object of this brochure is to make known a curious instance of aneurismal 
varix in the temporal region; and the case being an instructive one, and, so far 



